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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSETo prevent the repetition of an IPL failure and to permit a maintenance operation 
device to normally operate even if there is abnormality in the content of an external storage device 
in one system by giving a stage storage memory storing an IPL(initial program load) stage, device 
state files deciding an IPL system and master slave flags. 

CONSTITUTIONS IPL device 2 reads the device state files 4 and the master slave flags 5 from 
the external storage devices 6 and 7 in both systems. When the state files 4 are accurate, the 
main system is decided from the main slave flags 5 and IPL is executed from the main system 
and the decided external storage devices 6 and 7. After IPL succeeds, the maintenance 
operation device 1 comes to an operation state. When IPL fails, the IPL stage is saved to the 
stage storage memory 3, the stage storage memory 3 is updated and the system is switched to 
the other one by the decision of the main system so as to execute IPL. Thus, the maintenance 
operation device 1 succeeds the operation even if the external storage device 6 or 7 in one 
system is abnormal after IPL completes, and the operation can be resumed from IPL from the 
other system when IPL fails. 
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